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QATAR OFFER TO SERVE AS ICAO PERMANENT SEAT 
 
Montréal, Canada, has been recognized as the permanent seat of ICAO since 1946. Canada and 
ICAO are currently discussing an arrangement covering the lease of the ICAO Headquarters 
premises, which would be effective from 1 December 2016 through 30 November 2036.  
 
The State of Qatar recently presented ICAO with an offer to serve as the new permanent seat of 
the Organization, also beginning in 2016. ICAO’s consideration of the Qatar proposal stems 
from our official obligations under Article 45 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation 
(Chicago, 1944) and an ICAO Assembly Resolution (A8-5) regarding Consideration of proposals 
to move the permanent seat. 
 
These provisions stipulate that the Qatar offer must be considered by all of ICAO’s 191 Member 
States at the next convening of the triennial ICAO Assembly, which will take place from 
24 September through 4 October of this year. A minimum of three-fifths (60%) of ICAO’s 
Member States must agree to the Qatar proposal for it to be approved. 
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A specialized agency of the United Nations, ICAO was created in 1944 to promote the safe and orderly development of international civil aviation 
throughout the world. It sets standards and regulations necessary for aviation safety, security, efficiency, capacity and environmental protection, 
amongst many other priorities. The Organization serves as the forum for cooperation in all fields of civil aviation among its 191 Member States. 
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